Thalassaemia minor. Twelve patients in two Norwegian families.
Thalassaemia minor has been diagnosed in 12 members of two Norwegian families. Haematological data from 23 family members are reported. The diagnosis was based on estimation of Hb A(2) by polyacrylamide gel disc electrophoresis. All patients having high Hb A(2) levels had confirmatory evidence of thalassaemia minor (hypochromic anaemia, marked variation in size and shape of the red cells, target cells, basophilic stippling, decreased osmotic fragility, normal or high serum iron level). The majority of the patients had previously been treated with iron without effect.